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TOWCESTER  RURAL  DISTRICT. 


ANNUAL  REPORT 

of  the 

Medical  Officer  of  Health 

for  the 

Year  1945. 


D.  A.  McCracken,  M.D. 


SUMMARY  OF  VITAL  STATISTICS,  1945. 


Area  (acres)  . 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

59,005 

Population  1931  (census)  Potterspury  and  Towcester  R.Ds. 

13,458 

1944 

•••  •••  ••• 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

13,680 

Number  of  separate  dwellings  occupied  1931  (census) 

Potterspury  and  Towcester  R.Ds. 

3,771 

„  ,,  „  „  occupied  1944 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

4,449 

Rateable  value  1944 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

£53,459 

Product  of  a  penny  rate  1944 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  «  • 

£217 

Live  Births. 

Total 

Male  Female 

Rate 

Legitunate  •  •  •  ...  ...  ... 

205 

102 

103 

Illegitimate 

23 

16 

7 

16.14 

228 

118 

110 

Stillbirths. 

Total 

Male  Female 

Rate 

Legitimate 

3 

2 

1 

Illegitimate  . 

1 

1 

— 

0.29 

4 

3 

1 

Total 

Male  Female 

Rate 

Deaths  (all  causes)  ... 

174 

91 

83 

12.80 

Deaths  from  Puerperal  Causes. 

Puerperal  and  post-abortive  sepsis  ... 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

Nil, 

Other  pu  erperal  causes ... 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

Nil, 

Infant  Mortality — rate  per  1,000  live  births. 

Legitimate 

1  •• 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

24.39 

Illegitimate 

•  *  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

Nil 

••• 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

22.80 

Deaths  from  Cancer  (all  ages) 

,,  ,,  Measles  (all  ages) 

„  ,,  Whooping  Cough 

,,  ,,  Diarrhoea  (under  2  years) 


29 

Nil. 

1 

Nil, 
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Towcester  Rural  District  Council. 


Members  of  the  Public  Health  and  Housing  Committee  : 

Messrs.  S.  North  (Chairman),  W.  T.  Groom  (Vice-Chairman), 
J.  H.  Brown,  G.  A.  Billing,  J.  A.  Garlick,  T.  F.  Kingston, 
Major  R.  W.  Lewis,  W.  H.  Marlow,  J.  T.  Pinkard,  R.  L.  C. 
Ridgeway. 

The  Chairman  and  Vice-Chairman  of  the  Council  are  ex-officio  members 
of  the  Committee. 


Public  Health  Officers  of  the  Local  Authority  : 

Medical  Officer  of  Health, 

David  Andrew  McCracken,  M.D.,  Ch.B.,  D.P.H. 

also  holds  appointments  of 

Deputy  County  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

Deputy  School  Medical  Officer. 

Medical  Officer  of  Health,  Borough  of  Higham  Ferrers. 

Medical  Officer  of  Health,  Rushden  Urban  District  Council, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health,  Irthlingborough  Urban  District  Council. 
Medical  Officer,  Kettering  Venereal  Diseases  Treatment  Centre. 

Chief  Sanitary  Inspector  and  Surveyor  : 

Tom  Harris,  C.R.S.I.,  M.S.I.A.  (who  holds  the  Royal  Sanitary 
Institute’s  Certificate  for  Meat  Inspection). 

Assistant  Sanitary  Inspector  and  Surveyor  : 

D.  J.  Powell,  B.Sc.,  M.S.I.A. 
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Towcester, 


2nd  September,  1946. 

To  the  Chairman  and  Councillors  of  the  Rural  District  of  Towcester. 


Mr.  Chairman,  My  Lord  and  Gentlemen, 


I  have  the  honour  to  present  for  your  consideration  the  Annual 
Report  on  the  Health  and  Sanitary  circumstances  of  the  District  for  the 
year  ended  31st  December,  1945. 

The  anxiety  and  uncertainty  of  war-time  conditions  have  now  passed, 
and  the  inhabitants  of  the  district  can  now  look  forward  with  confidence 
to  a  continuous  and  steady  improvement  in  environmental  hygiene. 
Great  progress  falls  to  be  recorded  in  the  provision  of  a  comprehensive 
water  scheme  and  also  in  the  provision  of  regional  drainage  schemes. 
Whilst  good  progress  has  been  made  in  the  provision  of  housing  accom¬ 
modation,  the  rate  of  building  is  much  less  than  I  had  hoped  for 
considering  how  active  the  Council  have  been  in  approving  the  schemes 
which  have  been  presented  to  them  at  intervals  since  1943.  There  are 
still  too  many  “  stumbling  blocks  ''  to  be  overcome  in  obtaining  approval 
of  plans,  sites,  and  the  provision  of  materials  and  labour. 

The  vital  statistics  are  generally  satisfactory.  The  death  rate  shows 
an  appreciable  decrease  on  the  previous  year.  The  birth  rate  is  in  excess 
of  the  death  rate  by  3.26  per  thousand.  The  infant  mortality  rate  of 
22.80  is  highly  satisfactory. 

The  incidence  of  zymotic  diseases  gave  no  cause  for  anxiety.  The 
anticipated  biennial  outbreak  of  measles  did  not  attain  the  proportions 
of  the  1943  outbreak.  Diphtheria  immunisation  progresses  satisfactorily, 
and  75  per  cent,  of  children  under  fifteen  years  were  immunised  at  the 
end  of  the  year. 

Mr.  Tom  Harris,  who  held  the  post  of  Sanitary  Inspector  and 
Surveyor  to  the  Council  for  over  30  years,  retired  on  31st  March,  1946. 
This  well  known  personality  has  retired  to  his  well  earned  and  merited 
retirement  after  giving  the  greater  part  of  his  life's  work  to  the  service 
of  the  community.  He  had  an  intimate  knowledge  of  the  whole  of  the 
district  and  all  its  problems.  He  was  an  official  of  the  highest  integrity, 
and  his  sound  judgment  and  engaging  personality  endeared  him  to  those 
who  knew  him  intimately. 

Mr.  David  J.  Powell,  B.Sc.,  who  has  held  the  post  of  Additional 
Sanitary  Inspector  for  the  past  ten  years,  was  appointed  to  succeed  Mr. 
Harris  as  Sanitary  Inspector,  whilst  Mr.  George  Berridge  was  appointed 
Surveyor  and  Architect.  This  division  of  the  joint  appointment  is  a 
commendable  progressive  step  towards  improving  the  health  services, 
having  regard  to  the  sanitary  works  which  the  Council  propose  carrying 
out  within  the  next  few  years.  Mr.  Powell  has  already  “  won  his  spurs  " 
as  Sanitary  Inspector,  as  witness  his  detailed  information  on  water 
supplies,  contained  in  this  report. 

I  acknowledge  with  pleasure  and  gratitude  the  continued  support  I 
receive  from  the  Council,  and  the  willing  assistance  and  advice  which  is 
afforded  me  by  the  Executive  Officers  of  the  Council  and  also  the  office 
staff. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be, 


Your  obedient  servant, 


D.  A.  McCRACKEN, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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SECTION  A. 

NATURAL  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS. 


Area — ^The  area  of  the  district  is  59,005  acres.  The  density  of  the 
local  authority  area  is  4.3  persons  per  acre  and  the  housing  factor  is  3.12 
persons  per  habitable  house. 

Population — ^The  Registrar-General  has  estimated  the  resident 
population  for  the  mid-year  1945  to  have  been  13,500  persons.  During 
the  war  years  the  resident  population  increased  as  a  result  of  the  influx 
of  evacuees,  both  official  and  unofficial,  and  transferred  workers.  The 
population  now  shows  an  increase  of  640  over  that  for  1938.  The 
natural  increase  in  population,  the  excess  of  births  over  deaths,  amounted 
to  fifty-four  in  1945. 

Deaths — The  total  number  of  deaths  assigned  to  the  district  after 
adjustment  for  outward  and  inward  transferable  deaths  by  the  Registrar- 
General  was  174  as  compared  with  192  in  1944.  The  crude  death  rate, 
based  on  the  estimated  population,  was  12.88  per  thousand  as  compared 
with  14.04  for  1944.  The  following  table  shows  the  death  rates  for  the 
quinquennium  1941-45  together  with  corresponding  rates  for  England 
and  Wales  and  the  Administrative  County  so  far  as  they  are  available. 
The  “  comparability  factors  ”  for  the  standardisation  of  the  death  rates 
for  1941-45  are  not  available  owing  to  the  magnitude  and  variety  of  local 
population  movements  and  the  uneven  distribution  of  civihan  war  deaths. 

Death  Rates  1941-45. 


Towcester  R.D. 

Standardised  Death  Rate 

Year 

Total 

Male 

Fe¬ 

male 

Recorded 

Rate 

Towcester 

R.D. 

A  dministra- 
tive  County 

England 
CyW  ales 

1941 

211 

109 

102 

14.31 

* 

11.94+ 

12.90 

1942 

147 

76 

71 

10.47 

* 

11.02t 

11.60 

1943 

193 

97 

96 

14.23 

* 

12.29f 

12.10 

1944 

192 

96 

96 

14.04 

* 

12.60f 

11.60 

1945 

174 

91 

83 

12.88 

* 

14.40 

*  Not  available.  f  Recorded  rate. 


A  list  of  the  causes  of  death  classified  according  to  the  International 
List  of  Causes  of  Death  (1938)  is  given  in  Table  No.  1,  page  23,  whilst 
the  history  of  the  rate,  together  with  other  vital  statistics  for  1919-45, 
is  shown  in  Table  No.  3,  page  24. 

Birth  Rate — The  number  of  live  births  assigned  to  the  district  was 
228  as  compared  with  242  in  1944,  thus  giving  a  rate  of  16.14  per  thousand 
of  population  as  compared  with  17.67  for  the  previous  year.  The  following 
table  shows  the  trend  of  the  birth  rate  for  1941-45,  together  with  other 
rates  for  comparison. 


6 


Birth  Rates  1941-45. 


1941 

1942 

1943 

1944 

1945 

Towcester  R.D. 

13.80 

17.40 

18.55 

17.67 

16.14 

Administrative  County 

13.51 

16.66 

17.91 

20.07 

England  and  Wales 

14.20 

15.80 

16.50 

17.60 

16.10 

Stillbirth  Ratfr — The  number  of  stillbirths  registered  was  four  (one 
illegitimate)  as  compared  with  eight  in  1944.  This  number  is  equivalent 
to  0.29  per  thousand  of  population  as  compared  with  0.46  for  England 
and  Wales. 

The  rates  per  thousand  total  births  for  1941-45,  together  with 
corresponding  rates  for  England  and  Wales,  were  as  follows  : 

Stillbirth  Rate,  1941-45. 

1941  1942  1943  1944  1945 

Towcester  R.D.  ...  9.75  39.37  23.07  32.00  17.24 

England  and  Wales  ...  34.80  33.20  30.10  27.70 

Illegitimate  Birth  Rate — Twenty-three  illegitimate  live  births  were 
registered  as  compared  with  fourteen  in  the  previous  year.  This  number 
gives  a  rate  of  100.85  per  thousand  live  births,  and  contrasts  with  the 
rate  of  57.8  for  1944. 

Maternal  Mortality^ — It  is  again  very  gratifying  to  record  that  no 
deaths  were  ascribed  to  puerperal  causes  or  other  conditions  associated 
with  childbirth. 

Infant  Mortality — The  number  of  infants  who  died  before  attaining 
their  first  birthday  was  five  (4  males,  1  female).  All  the  infants  were 
legitimate.  The  equivalent  rate  per  thousand  live  births  was  22.80, 
which  may  be  regarded  as  satisfactory  apart  from  the  fact  that  one  infant 
died  from  whooping  cough  and  another  from  broncho-pneumonia.  The 
rates  for  1941-45,  together  with  other  rates  for  comparison,  are  : 


Deaths  under  one  year  per  1,000  live  Births. 


1941 

1942 

1943 

1944 

1945 

Towcester  R.D. 
Administrative 

68.96(14)  49.18(12)  55.11(14)* 

30.01(8) 

22.80(5) 

County 
England  and 

...  48.10 

34.50 

40.38 

38.00 

Wales 

...  59.00 

40.00 

49.00 

46.00 

46.00 

♦  Three  less  recorded  locally. 

Neonatal  Mortality — This  sub-division  of  the  infant  mortality  rate 
includes  all  infants  who  die  within  twenty-eight  days  of  independent 
existence.  One  of  the  five  babies  who  died  in  their  first  year  of  life  was 
a  neonatal  death.  The  rates  per  1,000  related  live  births,  the  number 
of  deaths,  and  also  the  rates  for  England  and  Wales  for  1941-45,  were  : 

Deaths  under  one  month  per  1,000  live  Births. 

1941  1942  1943  1944  1945 

Towcester  R.D.  24.63(5)  24.54(6)  31.46(8)  24.79(6)  4.38(1) 

England  and 

Wales  ...29.00  27.00  25.20  24.50 
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SECTION  B. 


GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES. 

Laboratory  facilities — There  is  no  change  in  the  arrangements 
described  in  the  annual  report  for  1939-42. 

Diphtheria  Antitoxin — A  supply  of  antitoxin  continues  to  be  main¬ 
tained  at  the  Town  Hall  in  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  the 
Diphtheria  (outside  London)  Order,  1910,  and  is  available  free  of  charge 
to  medical  practitioners  for  use  in  the  district. 

Ambulance  facilities — Non-infectious  and  accident  cases  are  removed 
by  the  St.  John  Ambulance  Brigade  ambulance  stationed  at  Towcester. 
The  service  is  efficient  and  meets  the  needs  of  the  district.  Cases  of 
infectious  disease  are  removed  by  the  ambulance  maintained  by  the 
Western  Northamptonshire  Joint  Isolation  Hospital  Board. 

Nursing  in  the  Home — The  following  list  gives  details  of  the  work 
which  has  been  carried  out  by  the  nursing  associations  in  the  district, 
who  make  the  services  of  their  district  nurse-midwives  available  for 
nursing  in  the  home. 


Association. 

Cases  Nursed. 

Total 

1.  Blakesley  and  District  ... 

General 

57 

Midwifery 

16 

Maternity 

18 

2138 

•  2.  Gayton 

125 

12 

18 

3196 

3.  Potterspury,  Stoke  Brueme 
and  District 

47 

12 

12 

2498 

4.  Towcester  ... 

35 

18 

8 

1086 

5.  Whittlebury  . 

38 

7 

13 

1203 

6.  Wicken  . 

110 

6 

16 

3411 

Total 

412 

71 

85 

13,532 

Hospitals — There  are  no  hospitals  in  the  district. 

Nurseries — A  nursery  for  the  reception  of  evacuee  children  under 
five  years  of  age  is  situated  at  Duncote  Hall,  near  Towcester.  The 
nursery  is  administered  by  the  Health  Department  of  the  County 
Council.  The  accommodation  is  reserved  for  children  who  have  been 
evacuated  from  former  danger  areas. 
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Treatment  Centres  and  Clinics — Child  Welfare  Clinics  provided  by 
the  County  Council,  are  held  once  each  month  at  Potterspury  and 
Towcester.  Diphtheria  immunisation  is  carried  out  at  these  clinics. 
An  antenatal  clinic  is  also  held  once  monthly  at  Towcester. 

Hospital  Accommodation  for  Infectious  Diseases — The  Local 
Authority  is  one  of  the  constituent  Authorities  of  the  Western  North¬ 
amptonshire  Joint  Isolation  Hospital  Board.  In  the  Ministry  of  Health's 
Survey  of  “  The  Hospital  Services  of  the  West  Midlands  Area,”  the 
Hospital  is  described  by  the  Surveyors  as  follows  : — 

“  The  Staverton  Isolation  Hospital,  two  miles  from  Daventry,  is 
maintained  by  the  Western  Northamptonshire  Joint  Hospital  Board  for 
the  districts  of  Brackley  B.  and  R.,  Daventry  B.  and  R.,  Northampton 
R.  and  Towcester  R.  The  small  brick  building  includes  a  small  nurses’ 
home  and  wards  with  twelve  beds  for  scarlet  fever  ;  a  temporary  wooden 
pavilion  nearby  on  the  steep  sloping  site  has  six  beds  for  diphtheria.  In 
1938  there  were  31  in-patients.  A  local  general  practitioner  is  the  medical 
officer.” 

Regarding  the  future  of  isolation  hospital  accommodation  in  the 
County,  the  surveyors  state  :  “  There  are  at  present  four  hospitals  for 
acute  infectious  diseases,  namely  at  Northampton,  Kettering,  Welling¬ 
borough  and  Daventry  ;  also  three  held  in  readiness  for  smallpox  at 
Northampton,  Kettering  and  Wellingborough.  Both  the  Northampton 
and  Kettering  isolation  hospitals  are  structually  satisfactory,  and  the 
smallpox  hospital  at  the  same  places  are  good  for  their  class. 

Taking  the  long  view,  the  surveyors  advise  that  the  Northampton 
Isolation  Hospital  should  serve  the  whole  County  for  acute  infectious 
diseases  ;  it  has  been  found  too  large  for  the  area  hitherto  served,  and 
would  meet  the  need  if  a  sufficiency  of  single-bed  Wards  was  provided. 
Meantime,  the  hospital  at  Kettering  could  continue  to  serve  the  industrial 
belt  and  the  districts  to  the  north,  but  those  at  Wellingborough  and 
Daventry  should  be  closed  for  infectious  diseases  as  soon  as  possible. 

For  smallpox  the  surveyors  favour  separate  accommodation  at 
the  general  isolation  hospital ;  they  would  not  retain  any  hospital 
in  the  county  exclusively  for  smallpox.  The  buildings  of  the  present 
Northampton  smallpox  hospital,  if  they  are  found  worth  preserving, 
might  be  useful  for  another  purpose  on  the  understanding  that,  in  face 
of  a  large  outbreak  of  smallpox,  it  would  have  to  be  cleared  and  used 
for  the  duration  of  the  emergency.” 

The  precept  levied  by  the  Joint  Hospital  Board  was  {pOl  for  1944-45. 
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SECTION  C. 


SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA. 

Water  Supply — The  general  position  regarding  an  adequate  and  safe 
water  supply  for  domestic,  agricultural  and  trade  purposes  is  unsatis¬ 
factory.  The  existing  water  supplies  have  been  developed  piecemeal, 
and  whilst  there  are  piped  water  supplies  in  some  parishes,  the  District 
as  a  whole  is  without  a  water  supply  which  is  of  good  quality  and  sufficient 
in  quantity.  In  1938,  a  programme  of  works  for  improving  the  supply 
in  the  various  parishes  was  submitted  to  the  Ministry  of  Health.  Since 
1938,  detailed  schemes  have  been  prepared  by  consulting  civil  engineers 
for  several  of  the  parishes,  but  most  were  brought  to  nought  by  the 
intervention  of  the  War.  Apart  from  the  provision  of  a  joint  scheme 
for  the  parishes  of  Silverstone  and  Whittlebury  in  1941,  no  actual  progress 
was  made  towards  implementing  the  1938  proposals.  Experience  of 
local  schemes  in  the  past  has  been  a  record  of  failure,  and  since  the 
geological  formations  of  the  District  are  not  of  a  high  water  bearing 
character,  the  Council  have  very  wisely  looked  afield  to  obtain  a  bulk 
supply  of  water  which  would  meet  the  needs  of  the  community  for  the 
next  forty  or  fifty  years.  It  will  only  be  possible  to  implement  the 
provisions  of  the  Rural  Water  Supplies  and  Sewage  Act,  1944,  by 
obtaining  a  bulk  supply  from  a  District  outside  the  local  authority  area. 
Under  Section  3  of  this  Act,  the  Council  are  now  under  a  statutory 
obligation  to  provide  a  supply  of  water  in  pipes  to  every  locality  in  the 
District  in  which  there  are  houses  or  schools.  In  1945,  following  the 
issue  of  the  Government  White  Paper  in  April,  1944,  the  problem  of 
water  supply  was  reviewed  ah  initio  by  Messrs.  Howard  Humphreys  and 
Sons,  Consulting  and  Designing  Chartered  Civil  Engineers,  who  prepared 
a  comprehensive  scheme  for  the  supply  of  water  in  pipes  for  the  whole 
of  the  District.  This  scheme  makes  provision  for  obtaining  a  bulk  supply 
of  water  from  the  Bucks.  Water  Board.  The  supply  to  the  District  will 
be  delivered  to  and  metered  at  the  boundary  of  the  Board’s  District 
between  Lillingstone  Lovell  and  Whittlebury  at  a  pressure  of  600'  O.D. 
and  the  estimated  ultimate  demand  for  the  whole  of  the  District  will 
amount  to  550,000  g.p.d.  The  cost  of  the  supply  will  be  at  the  rate  of 
1/5  per  1,000  gallons  and  9Jd.  per  1,000  gallons  :  the  higher  figure 
applying  to  one-quarter  of  the  ultimate  reservation  to  be  taken,  and  for 
all  quantities  in  excess  of  the  quarter,  the  lower  figure  will  apply.  The 
ultimate  domestic  consumption  has  been  taken  as  345,000  gallons  per 
day,  whilst  the  balance  of  205,000  gallons  is  for  agriculture  and  trade. 
The  water  will  be  supplied  through  a  9  inch  main  and  distributed  through- 
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out  the  District  through  the  medium  of  three  new  reservoirs  which  it  is 
proposed  to  construct  at  the  following  places  : 

Reservoir  Capacity 

Maidford  ...  ...  ...  750,000  gallons 

Tiffield  ...  ...  ...  ...  125,000  gallons 

Greens  Norton  ...  ...  ...  100,000  gallons 

Owing  to  a  difference  in  levels  in  the  south-eastern  area  and  the 
northern  parts  of  the  District,  the  scheme  makes  provision  for  high  and 
low  level  zones  of  pressure  to  avoid  an  unduly  high  pressure  in  some 
areas.  The  water  will  be  distributed  throughout  the  District  in  mains 
varying  in  size  from  12  inches  to  2  inches,  and  some  120  miles  of  new 
mains  will  be  laid.  It  is  proposed  to  utilize  existing  reservoirs  and 
distributing  systems  so  far  as  is  practicable,  having  regard  to  the  con¬ 
dition  of  the  reservoirs  and  state  of  the  existing  distributing  pipes.  It 
is  estimated  that  this  comprehensive  scheme  will  cost  £280,000.  In 
Tables  No.  4 — 4c,  pages  25 — 29,  there  are  given  comprehensive  statistical 
details  regarding  the  water  supplies  for  all  parishes  throughout  the 
District,  and  I  acknowledge  the  large  amount  of  work  which  Mr.  D.  J. 
Powell  undertook  in  compiling  these  details,  which  are  invaluable. 

Sewage  Disposal,  Drainage  and  Sewerago — Good  progress  falls  to  be 
recorded  in  the  preparation  of  combined  schemes  for  sewage  disposal  in 
the  District.  A  regional  drainage  scheme  for  Wicken,  Deanshanger,  Old 
Stratford,  Cosgrove,  Furtho,  Potterspury  and  Yardley  Gobion  was 
prepared  by  Messrs.  Pick,  Keay,  Everard  and  Gimson,  Consulting  Civil 
Engineers.  The  scheme,  which  is  an  admirable  one,  makes  provision  for 
the  sewage  to  be  treated  at  the  Wolverton  Urban  District  Council’s 
proposed  new  sewage  works.  The  estimated  cost  of  the  scheme  is 
£87,672. 

A  drainage  scheme  for  the  parish  of  Silverstone  has  also  been 
prepared  by  the  same  Consulting  Engineers  as  mentioned  above  at  a 
cost  of  £19,500.  The  provision  of  this  scheme  is  the  natural^  sequel  to 
the  provision  of  a  piped  water  supply  which  was  installed  in  this  village 
and  also  that  of  Whittlebury  in  1941.  At  the  end  of  the  year  both  these 
drainage  schemes  had  been  submitted  to  the  Ministry  of  Health.  . 

Disinfection — The  disinfection  of  bedding  and  clothing  is  carried 
out  by  means  of  a  portable  “  Thresh  ”  disinfector.  Concurrent  and 
terminal  disinfection  is  carried  out  by  means  of  gaseous  and  liquid 
disinfectants  in  homes  where  infectious  disease  is  notified.  Details  of 
the  work  carried  out  is  given  in  Table  No.  5,  page  30. 

Eradication  of  Bed  Bugs — No  action  was  found  necessary. 

Rats  and  Mice  (Destruction)  Act,  1919.  infestation  Order,  1943 — 

Advice  and  assistance  have  been  given  by  the  Sanitary  Inspectors  in 
appropriate  cases.  Routine  treatment  was  undertaken  at  the  refuse  tips, 
and  a  number  of  occupiers  were  also  assisted  in  freeing  their  premises  of 
rodents. 
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Public  Cleansing — The  scheme  for  the  collection  of  refuse  is  as 
follows  : 


1st  Monday 
2nd  Monday 
3rd  Monday 
4th  Monday 

1st  Tuesday 
2nd  Tuesday 
3rd  Tuesday 
4th  Tuesday 

1st  Wednesday 
2nd  Wednesday 
3rd  Wednesday 
4th  Wednesday 

1st  Thursday 
2nd  Thursday 
3rd  Thursday 
4th  Thursday 

Friday 


Deanshanger,  Passenham,  Old  Stratford. 

Deanshanger,  Passenham,  Old  Stratford,  Wicken. 
Deanshanger,  Passenham,  Old  Stratford,  Cold  Higham. 
Deanshanger,  Passenham,  Old  Stratford,  Gayton,  Tiffield. 

Potterspury,  Paulerspury  (alternate  weeks). 

Cosgrove,  Yardley  Gobion,  Grafton  Regis,  Alderton. 
Potterspury  (alternate).  Stoke  Bruerne,  Shutlanger. 
Cosgrove,  Yardley  Gobion,  Whittlebury. 

Pattishall. 

Bradden,  Slapton,  Silverstone. 

Litchborough,  Maidford,  Adstone,  Blakesley,  Woodend. 
Abthorpe,  Wappenham,  Weston  and  Weedon. 

Towcester,  Easton  Neston. 

Towcester. 

Towcester. 

Towcester,  Caldecote,  Wood  Burcote. 

Greens  Norton  (alternate  weeks). 


The  refuse  is  collected  with  a  specially  constructed  refuse  collection 
motor  vehicle. 

Further  details  of  the  work  carried  out  by  the  Sanitary  Inspectors 
is  given  in  Table  No.  5,  page  30. 
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SECTION  D. 


HOUSING. 

The  need  for  a  large  number  of  houses  for  the  general  needs  of  the 
community  remains  urgent,  whilst  in  addition  a  large  number  are  required 
to  accommodate  families  who  occupy  condemned  property. 

There  are  some  eighty  condemned  houses  which  are  still  let  under 
the  terms  of  the  Defence  (General)  Regulations,  1939,  68a  and  68aa, 
the  continued  occupation  of  which  I  view  with  some  concern.  This 
unsatisfactory  state  of  affairs,  which  is  a  result  of  war-time  conditions, 
can  only  be  met  by  the  provision  of  new  houses. 

The  rate  of  progress  in  building  was  much  slower  than  anticipated, 
but  it  was  satisfactory  to  know  that  the  approval  of  the  Ministry  of 
Health  had  been  obtained  for  building  380  houses.  Progress  has  been 
to  some  extent  hampered  by  the  absence  of  proper  sanitation  arrangements 
and  a  piped  water  supply  on  some  sites. 

In  order  to  alleviate  the  housing  problem  in  the  country,  the 
Government  decided  to  undertake  the  provision  of  approved  types  of 
temporary  houses  by  prefabrication  in  factories.  The  Housing  (Tempor¬ 
ary  Accommodation)  Act,  1944,  made  provision  that  the  temporary 
houses  should  be  provided  and  owned  by  the  Government  and  erected 
on  sites  acquired  and  developed  by  local  authorities.  The  Council  were 
allocated  thirty  prefabricated  bungalows  of  the  Uni-Seco  type.  The 
bungalows  are  of  a  temporary  character  and  are  stated  to  have  a  life  of 
ten  years.  The  site  chosen  for  the  bungalows  was  on  the  Wood  Burcote 
Road  in  the  parish  of  Towcester,  and  by  the  end  of  the  year  the  site  works 
had  been  completed  but  no  houses  had  been  erected. 

In  accordance  with  instructions  from  the  Ministry  of  Health,  a 
survey  of  the  working-class  houses  in  the  district  was  commenced,  and 
at  the  end  of  the  year  about  25%  of  the  houses  had  been  examined  and 
classified  in  accordance  with  the  recommendations  contained  in  the 
Report  of  the  Standards  and  Records  Sub-Committee  of  the  Northamp¬ 
tonshire  Joint  County  Committee  on  Rural  Housing,  full  details  of  which, 
will  be  found  in  the  Annual  Report  for  1944,  pages  14-18.  Full  details 
of  the  survey  carried  out  as  at  31st  December  will  be  found  in  Table 
No.  7,  page  32,  together  with  other  statistical  details  which  have  been 
submitted  to  the  County  Council  under  S.88,  of  the  Housing  Act,  1936. 
The  New  Houses  Sub-Committee  prepared  a  report  which  was  submitted 
to  its  parent  body  and  adopted.  The  contents  of  the  report  are  most 
interesting,  and  commend  themselves  to  all  who  are  interested  in  the 
welfare  of  the  village  communities.  The  following  is  a  copy  of  the  report 
of  the  Sub-Committee,  which  was  under  the  chairmanship  of  Sir  John 
Brown,  K.C.B.,  F.R.I.B.A.,  Architect  to  this  Council. 
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NORTHAMPTONSHIRE 

JOINT  COUNTY  COMMITTEE  ON  RURAL  HOUSING. 

REPORT  OF  THE  NEW  HOUSES  SUB-COMMITTEE. 

The  immense  programme  of  post-war  housing  confronting  local  authorities  is 
bound  to  have  a  marked  effect  on  the  appearance  of  our  countryside,  and  the 
Committee  desire  to  give  special  emphasis  to  the  paramount  need  for  good  design. 

Northamptonshire  villages  are  rich  in  traditional  cottage  architecture,  and  every 
attempt  should  be  made  to  design  in  sympathy  and  harmony  with  the  old  buildings. 

There  is  no  simple  formula  which  will  achieve  the  desired  results  ;  the  problem 
will  tax  the  skill  of  most  architects,  but  we  would  enumerate  a  few  basic  principles. 
It  should  be  borne  in  mind  that  grouping  and  massing  are  an  essential  part  of 
planning,  and  there  must  be  a  balance  between  the  demands  of  plan  and  elevation. 
The  skilful  handling  of  fenestration  will  do  much  to  help.  Go(^  composition  and 
careful  detailing  of  the  salient  features  are  called  for.  There  must  be  no  embroidery 
or  striving  for  effect.  Simplicity  without  dullness  should  be  the  guiding  rule.  The 
siting  of  blocks  with  relation  to  one  another  plays  an  important  part  in  the  final 
picture.  Semi-detached  dwellings  become  monotonous  when  repeated  too  often  ; 
repose  will  frequently  result  from  continuity.  There  is  much  to  commend  the  use 
of  terrace  types  in  this  respect.  Lay-outs  demand  a  centre  of  interest,  and  this  is 
a  factor  common  to  all  problems  of  design. 

We  are  aware  that  cost  will  probably  prohibit  the  use  of  local  stone  and  local 
stone  slates,  but  we  would  direct  attention  to  the  possibilities  offered  by  the  use  of 
suitable  stone-coloured  facing  bricks  and  certain  sand  blasted  clay  tiles.  These 
materials  are  eminently  suited  in  tone  for  use  in  stone  districts.  Where  cost  operates 
against  this  suggestion,  colour  washed  brickwork  can  be  used  to  attain  the  desired 
end,  and  in  this  connection  we  would  point  out  that  texture  plays  a  great  part  in 
tone  values. 

We  are  confident  that  with  care  and  a  high  standard  of  architecture  new  cottages 
can  be  designed  to  be  worthy  successors  of  the  old  tradition,  having  the  great 
advantage  of  good  planning,  and  the  Sub-Committee  call  the  attention  of  the 
Committee  to  the  recommendation  contained  in  paragraph  164  of  the  Hobhouse 
Report,  which  quotes  as  follows  : 

“  In  the  course  of  the  visits  to  different  rural  districts  by  members  of  the  Sub- 
Committee,  many  sound  and  comfortable  houses  were  seen  which  had  been  built 
by  rural  district  councils.  Some  of  these  schemes  could  have  been  much  better, 
however,  if  architectural  attention  had  been  given  to  the  external  appearance 
of  the  houses  and  their  setting  in  their  surroundings.  In  most  counties  there  are 
architects  who  have  made  a  special  study  of  rural  cottages  and  we  think  that 
their  assistance  ought  to  be  obtained.  The  reluctance  of  councils  to  employ  an 
architect  is  mainly  due  to  fear  of  expense.  For  small  numbers  of  houses  this  is 
admittedly  a  substantial  percentage  of  the  cost,  but  for  several  score  of  houses 
the  professional  charges  per  house  become  relatively  small.  Another  reason  is 
the  Council’s  inability  to  see  the  extra  value  of  good  architectural  siting  and 
design.  Housing  authorities  should  realize  that  they  have  a  duty  to  preserve 
and,  if  possible,  enhance  the  beauties  of  the  countryside  We,  therefore,  recom¬ 
mend  that  the  Minister  of  Health  should  require  rural  housing  authorities  to 
employ  a  qualified  architect  for  new  housing  schemes,  unless  satisfied  that  there 
are  special  circumstances  making  it  desirable  to  waive  this  requirement  in  a 
particular  case.” 

The  following  items,  1-36  as  enumerated  in  Appendix  I  attached,  have  received 
detailed  consideration  and  are  recommended  for  approval. 

JOHN  BROWN,  Chairman 
STANDARD  FOR  NEW  HOUSES. 

1.  Density  per  acre.  In  the  rural  areas  the  maximum  density  should  not  exceed 
eight  houses  to  the  acre,  with  a  depth  of  plot  of  120  feet  wherever  possible.  For 
certain  industrialized  areas  in  the  rural  districts  the  density  could  be  brought  up 
to  twelve  houses  per  acre  without  serious  detriment. 

2.  Space  about  Buildings.  The  Byelaw  and  Planning  requirements  must  in  all 
cases  be  adhered  to. 

A  secondary  means  of  access  to  the  rear  of  properties  as  provided  for  in  the 
Planning  Schemes  is  essential. 

3.  General  Aspect,  Siting  and  Disposition  of  Rooms.  Principal  living  rooms 
should  preferably  have  a  south  or  south-east  aspect,  whilst  the  internal  planning 
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of  the  house  should  be  designed  in  such  a  manner  as  to  afford  economy  of  labour 
for  the  housewife,  and  general  comfort  of  the  occupants. 

In  many  cases  it  may  be  found  desirable  to  design  special  blocks  of  houses  at  the 
junction  of  roads  in  order  to  avoid  breaks  in  the  buildings  and  to  allow  for  continuity 
of  the  street  architecture. 

In  the  planning  and  construction  of  houses,  consideration  should  be  given  to 
every  possibility  of  eliminating  the  risk  of  accident. 

In  view  of  the  need  of  effecting  economy  in  the  housewife’s  work,  adequate 
consideration  should  be  given  to  the  planning  of  the  kitchen  and  its  appliances. 

4.  Total  Floor  Area.  900  square  feet  (excluding  ground  floor,  W.C.,  wash 
house,  fuel  store  and  barn)  is  the  minimum  area  which  would  be  satisfactory  tO' 
provide  the  amenities  necessary  for  a  three  bedroom  parlour  type  of  house,  whilst 
875  square  feet  (excluding  ground  floor,  W.C.,  wash-house,  fuel  store  and  barn)  is 
the  minimum  area  which  would  be  satisfactory  for  a  non-parlour  type  of  house. 

5.  Area  of  Individual  Rooms  (Floor  Space).  The  principal  bedroom  should  not 
be  less  than  135  square  feet,  the  second  bedroom  not  less  than  120  square  feet,  and 
the  minimum  area  for  a  single  bedroom  should  be  80  square  feet. 

Regard  has  been  paid  to  the  recommendation  of  the  Royal  College  of  Physicians 
that  no  bedroom  should  have  a  floor  area  of  less  than  100  square  feet  ;  it  is  regretted, 
however,  that,  in  view  of  the  necessity  for  restricting  the  total  floor  area,  this 
proposal  would  not  at  present  appear  to  be  practical. 

6.  Height  of  Rooms.  Eight  feet  is  the  minimum  height  from  floor  to  ceiling  of 
all  habitable  rooms,  with  the  exception  that  the  wall  plate  on  the  first  floor  could 
be  lowered  to  a  minimum  of  6  feet  6  inches  at  the  springing,  if  necessary,  to  obtain 
harmony  with  the  existing  architectural  features  of  surrounding  properties. 

7.  Natural  Lighting  and  Ventilation.  Adequate  natural  light  must  be  provided 
and  particular  attention  is  directed  to  the  food  store,  W.Cs.  and  bathroom,  which, 
in  many  cases  in  the  past,  have  not  been  sufficiently  illuminated  or  ventilated. 

8.  Artificial  Lighting.  In  view  of  the  possibility  of  electricity  being  made 
available  throughout  the  country  within  a  short  space  of  time,  all  new  houses  should 
be  wired  so  as  to  provide  for  electric  light  and  power  points,  even  if  not  available 
in  that  particular  district  when  the  houses  are  erected. 

9.  Space  Heating.  Open  fires  are  desirable  so  as  to  provide  for  the  use  of  solid 
fuel,  although  there  would  appear  to  be  no  objection,  from  a  health  point  of  view„ 
to  the  use  of  gas  or  electricity  in  bedrooms,  with  specially  designed  flue  ventilators. 

10.  Sound  Proofing.  In  view  of  the  powerful  modern  wireless  sets,  radiograms, 
etc.,  noise  is  often  transmitted  from  one  house  to  another,  which  can  cause  a  nuisance 
to  tenants.  This  should  be  avoided  by  the  construction  of  party  walls  of  the  cavity 
type,  with  additional  sound  proofing  materials,  which  have  been  proved  to  be  of 
value  ;  and  care  should  also  be  taken  to  avoid  the  transmission  of  internal  noises. 

11.  Sanitary  arrangements.  In  view  of  the  Government’s  policy  that  water 
supplies  and  sewage  systems  should  receive  urgent  attention  in  the  post-war  period, 
in  all  cases  sanitary  arrangements  must  be  carried  out  on  the  water  carriage  system. 
Should  this  not  be  available  when  the  houses  are  erected,  then  the  necessary  pro¬ 
vision  should  be  made  in  order  that  at  some  future  date,  the  adaptation  can  follow. 

Where  a  mains  supply  is  not  available,  it  is  suggested  that  where  six  or  more 
houses  are  grouped  in  a  village,  an  internal  water  supply  is  desirable  and  in  many 
instances  practicable. 

12.  W.Cs.  Two  W.Cs.  should  be  the  minimum,  one  on  the  ground  floor 
accessible  from  outside,  and  one  on  the  first  floor.  The  latter  should  be  separate, 
if  possible,  from  the  bathroom,  but  there  appears  to  be  no  serious  objection  to  the 
second  W.C.  being  placed  in  the  bathroom  if  the  planning  of  the  house  benefits  from 
such  an  arrangement. 

13.  Bathroom.  The  bathroom  should  have  not  less  than  30  square  feet  floor 
space  and,  in  addition  to  the  bath,  should  be  fitted  with  a  lavatory  basin  and  heated 
towel  rail. 

14.  Fixed  Bath.  Two  sizes  of  baths  are  to  be  made  in  the  post-war  period,  and 
we  are  of  the  opinion  the  5  feet  6  inches  size  is  suitable  for  this  type  of  house.  It 
is  also  suggested  when  fixing  baths  in  bungalows  erected  for  aged  persons,  considera¬ 
tion  should  be  given  to  the  height  of  the  bath  above  floor  level,  in  order  to  obtain 
ease  of  access. 

15.  Kitchen  Sink.  This  should  not  be  less  than  10  inches  deep,  fixed  at  a 
convenient  height  above  ground  level.  It  would  be  advantageous  if  a  tap  was  also 
provided  for  the  filling  of  buckets  on  the  floor  level,  or,  alternatively,  taps  should 

15 


be  fixed  at  a  convenient  height  over  the  sink  to  allow  a  bucket  to  be  filled  and 
removed  with  ease. 

16.  Washing  Facilities.  A  separate  clothes  boiler  should  be  provided  in  the 
wash-house.  If  gas  heating  is  provided,  this  would  be  of  an  advantage,  thus 
avoiding  the  construction  of  a  separate  chimney  or  flue. 

17.  Cooking  Ranges.  In  the  country  districts  solid  fuel  is  generally  used,  and 
a  range  of  this  type  should  be  provided.  In  addition,  an  auxiliary  cooker  would  be 
an  advantage,  using  gas  or  electricity.  Where  no  gas  is  available  from  main  supply, 
the  alternative  use  of  bottled  gas  should  not  be  overlooked. 

18.  Hot  Water  Supplies.  A  hot  water  supply  installation  should  be  the  accepted 
standard  in  all  new  houses. 

19.  Refrigerators.  It  is  desirable  to  allow  for  space  in  order  that  they  can  be 
fixed  in  the  house  if  and  when  required  at  a  later  date.  The  larder  should  be 
designed  in  the  first  place  for  this  type  of  food  preservation  or  other  suitable  cooling 
arrangements. 

20.  Storage  of  Food.  The  larder  should  not  be  less  than  15  square  feet  floor 
space,  with  an  ample  sized  window  to  obtain  natural  lighting  and  ventilating.  The 
window  should  in  no  case  be  less  than  2  square  feet,  half  opening  with  fly-proof  grid. 

Attention  is  also  called  to  modern  methods  of  cooling  larders,  which  face  an 
unfavourable  aspect. 

21.  Perambulators.  The  storage  of  perambulators  in  any  of  the  living  rooms 
is  to  be  condemned,  but  where  the  hall  is  large  enough  the  perambulator  could  easily 
be  stored  there,  and  it  may  be  possible  to  design  a  space  for  its  reception,  or  it  could 
be  stored  in  the  barn. 

22.  Stairs.  These  should  be  not  less  than  3  feet  over  strings  with  fitted  handrail. 
Winders  must  be  avoided  if  possible,  but  where  these  are  unavoidable,  they  should 
be  at  the  bottom  of  the  staircase.  Natural  lighting  should  be  provided  to  the 
staircase,  and  stairs  to  have  a  maximum  rise  of  7^  inches  with  a  minimum  tread 
of  8^  inches. 

23.  Cupboard  Accommodation.  In  the  past,  far  too  little  cupboard  accommoda¬ 
tion  has  been  available.  Adequate  cupboard  room  should  be  provided  both  upstairs 
and  downstairs,  and  attention  is  drawn  to  the  standard  cupboards  which  are  to  be 
supplied  by  the  Ministry  for  post-war  houses. 

24.  Outbuildings.  Separate  wash-house  to  be  provided  with  glazed  wash-tub 
sink  and  clothes  drying  rack.  General  store  and  barn  with  not  less  than  70  square 
feet  floor  space.  Separate  fuel  store  with  not  less  than  25  square  feet  floor  space. 

25.  Storage  of  Rain  Water.  Adequate  and  covered  storage  of  rain  water  should 
be  provided  for  approximately  250  gallons  with  convenient  draw-off  taps  to  the 
ground  floor. 

26.  Estate  Roads.  Attention  is  drawn  to  the  Schedule  of  Relaxed  Street  Widths 
as  adopted  by  the  Planning  Committees  throughout  the  County  ;  but  in  order  to 
enhance  the  amenities  of  housing  estates,  it  may  be  desirable  in  certain  cases  to 
allow  for  wider  verges  than  required  in  the  Schedule,  i.e.,  minimum  width  of  verge 
to  be  6  feet  to  allow  tree  planting  where  necessary,  whilst  the  footpaths  should  also 
be  not  less  than  6  feet  wide.  Adequate  turning  spaces  must  be  provided  to  cul-de- 
sac  roads  in  accordance  with  the  dimensions  to  be  agreed  by  the  Joint  Planning 
Committees,  who  are  now  giving  this  subject  further  consideration. 

27.  Boundary  Hedges.  Front  gardens  and  hedges  should  form  part  of  the 
general  street  architecture,  and,  therefore,  where  possible,  high  front  solid  fences 
should  be  avoided,  and  as  an  alternative  hedges,  dwarf  walls  or  similar  types  of 
partitioning  should  be  used. 

Rear  Fences.  To  obtain  privacy  between  the  houses,  the  first  15  feet  should  be 
of  a  close  boarded  type  or  similar,  whilst  the  remainder  of  the  division  for  rear 
gardens  could  be  carried  out  advantageously  with  hedges. 

28.  Paving.  All  approaches  to  external  doors,  W.C.s,  outhouses,  etc.,  should 
be  of  paving  slabs  not  less  than  3  feet  6  inches  in  width,  which  require  the  minimum 
of  maintenance. 

29.  Tree  Planting.  Expert  advice  should  be  obtained  where  tree  planting  is  to 
be  carried  out,  particularly  with  regard  to  grouping,  and  types  of  trees  to  be  planted. 

30.  Garages.  It  is  now  an  accepted  principle  that  provision  should  be  made 
for  a  number  of  lock-up  garages  for  motor  cycles  or  cars  on  estates  at  convenient 
points,  and  consideration  should  in  all  cases  be  given  to  this  item. 
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31.  Sewers.  Where  possible,  a  group  system  is  advantageous,  which  should  be 
laid  in  either  front  or  rear  gardens,  in  order  to  effect  ease  and  economical  main¬ 
tenance.  Further,  a  separate  system  for  foul  and  surface  water  is  to  be  recommended. 

32.  Bulk  purchase.  When  the  time  for  actual  building  approaches  it  may  be 
advantageous  for  all  the  local  authorities  to  consider  the  bulk  purchase  of  fittings 
in  order  to  obtain  the  most  favourable  rates. 

33.  Housing  Surveys.  A  survey  should  be  made  to  ascertain,  as  far  as  practicable,, 
an  authentic  record  of  all  existing  accommodation. 

Requirements  of  individual  families  vary  and  fluctuate  during  the  lifetime  of  the 
parents,  both  in  the  early  and  later  years  of  married  life.  The  accommodation 
required  must,  therefore,  vary,  particularly  where  a  family  contains  a  number  of 
young  children,  and  to  avoid  wastage  of  labour  and  materials  it  would  be  most 
economical  for  tenancies  to  be  re-arranged  from  time  to  time  so  as  to  ensure  that 
full  use  be  made  of  all  available  accommodation.  The  long  term  housing  programme 
should  be  based  on  the  information  obtained  from  the  above-mentioned  survey, 
which  must  be  kept  up-to-date.  Consideration  has  been  given  to  the  various  types 
of  plans  put  forward  by  the  Ministry,  and  each  authority  should  decide  which  type 
or  types  of  plan  are  most  suitable  for  their  area. 

34.  Wireless  Aerials.  Wireless  aerials  should  be  provided  inside  the  roofs  of  all 
new  houses,  with  the  necessary  leads  and  plugs,  so  as  to  avoid  the  unsightly  appear¬ 
ance  caused  by  such  erections,  which  seriously  affect  the  amenities  of  the  Estate. 

35.  Temporary  Houses.  Councils  are  reminded  of  the  need  for  some  control 
over  the  erection  of  temporary  dwellings,  such  as  disused  Army  huts,  Nissen  huts, 
etc.,  regarding  which  applications  for  an  increasing  number  of  licences  might  be 
anticipated. 

36.  General.  The  importance  is  stressed  of  proper  craftsmanship  and  materials 
being  used  in  the  construction  of  the  houses,  which  will  have  a  reasonable  number 
of  years'  life,  and  attention  is  called  to  the  Ministry  of  Works  brochure,  recently 
issued,  on  the  Placing  and  Management  of  Building  Contracts,  which  states  as 
follows  ; 

‘‘  There  is  only  one  definite  guarantee  of  a  good  job.  A  competent  and  honest 
builder,  who  has  obtained  a  contract  at  a  fair  price,  and  is  just  as  determined  as 
the  architect  to  maintain  a  good  standard  of  work.  It  is,  therefore,  a  fundamental 
condition  of  good  building  that  every  contract  shall  be  placed  at  a  fair  price  with 
a  responsible  builder.  Competitive  tenders  should,  therefore,  in  all  cases  be  called 
from  a  limited  number  of  firms  carefully  selected,  as  being  capable  of,  and  likely 
to  do,  work  of  the  standard  required.” 

Sufficient  and  efficient  Clerks  of  Works,  to  undertake  the  supervision  of  the 
contracts,  are  essential  to  ensure  the  works  are  carried  out  in  accordance  with  the 
contract  drawings  and  specified  quantities. 
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SECTION  E. 


INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD. 

Milk  and  Dairies  Order,  1926 — ^The  number  of  cowsheds  on  the 
register  as  at  31st  December  was  218,  and  the  following  inspections 
were  carried  out  by  the  Sanitary  Inspectors  : 


Cowsheds 

Cowsheds,  defects  found  and  notices  served 
Cowsheds,  reconstructed  or  reconditioned 
Milk  samples  taken . 


198 

59 

8 

73 


Total  ...  338 


Milk  Supply — Samples  of  Milk  taken  during  the  course  of  delivery 
to  the  consumers  have  been  submitted  at  regular  intervals  to  the  County 
Laboratory  for  examination  as  to  cleanliness  and  keeping  quality.  The 
samples  are  submitted  to  a  standardised  methylene  blue  test  to  determine 
if  the  milk  will  be  sufficiently  fresh  to  be  drinkable  for  some  24  hours  after 
delivery  to  the  consumer.  The  number  of  samples  so  submitted  and  the 
classification  of  the  results  were  : 


Classification. 

Good 

Moderate 

Bad 


No. 

Per  cent. 

45 

62 

11 

15 

17 

23 

Total  ... 


73 


The  results  of  the  tests  showed  that  62%  of  samples  conformed  to  the 
prescribed  test  for  accredited  milk,  and  in  general  the  results  were  less 
favourable  than  the  reports  for  1944,  when  69%  of  samples  were 
classified  as  good.  The  classification  of  the  results  is  arbitrary  and 
based  on  a  County  standard,  since  there  are  no  prescribed  tests  for  the 
bacteriological  cleanliness  and  keeping  quality  of  non-designated  milk. 
Further  details  of  the  results  of  the  tests  are  given  in  Table  No.  8,  page  33. 

Food  Premises — ^The  following  visits  of  inspection  were  made  by 
the  Sanitary  Inspectors  : 
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Meat  hawkers’  vans  ...  .  ...  .  15 

Fish  hawkers’  vans .  7 

Fried  fish  hawkers’  vans  .  10 

Fruit  hawkers’  vans  .  .  ...  3 

Provision  vans  ...  ...  .  ...  ...  7 

Bakehouses .  16 


Total  ...  58 


Meat  Inspection,  etc.— The  number  of  premises  where  slaughtering 
was  carried  out  was  as  follows  : 

Slaughterhouses  licenced  .  ...  4 

Slaughterhouses  registered  . .  ...  ...  23 


Total  ...  27 


The  following  visits  were  paid  to  slaughterhouses  and  butchers* 
shops  for  the  purposes  of  the  Rural  District  Councils  (Slaughterhouses) 
Order,  1924. 

Slaughterhouses  .  ...  ...  ...  ...  147 

Butchers’  shops  .  ...  ...  ...  ...  53 


Total  ...  200 


Details  of  the  quantities  of  meat  and  other  foods  surrendered  and 
destroyed  are  given  in  Table  No,  9,  page  33. 
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SECTION  F. 


PREVALENCE  OF,  AND  CONTROL  OVER,  INFECTIOUS 

AND  OTHER  DISEASES. 


Smallpox — No  cases  were  notified.  Two  contacts  from  overseas 
were  kept  under  surveillance. 

Scarlet  Fever — Only  five  cases  were  notified  during  the  year  as 
compared  with  twenty-seven  in  1944.  The  cases  were  distributed  in 
four  parishes  and  no  deaths  occurred.  The  incidence  of  notifications 
amounted  to  0.37  per  thousand  as  compared  with  1.89  for  England  and 
Wales. 

Diphtheria — One  case  was  notified  from  St.  John’s  School,  in  the 
Parish  of  Tiffield.  The  boy  had  been  immunized  before  admission  to 
the  school.  The  disease  was  of  a  mild  type,  and  recovery  took  place. 

Diphtheria  Immunisation — The  arrangements  described  in  the 
Annual  Reports  for  1939-42  continued  to  function  satisfactorily.  The 

Fi 

following  table  gives  details  of  the  progress  of  immunisation  amongst 
the  child  population  as  at  December  31st. 


Immunisation  in  Relation  to  Child  Population. 


Number  of  Children  who  had  completed  a  full  course  of  Immunisation  at 

any  time  up  to  31  December,  1945 


Age  at 
31:12:45 
i.e.  Born  in 
Year  ... 

Under 

1 

1945 

1 

1944 

2 

1943 

3 

1942 

4 

1941 

5  to  9 

1936-1940 

10  to  14 

1931-1935 

Total 

under  15 

Number 

Immunised 

4 

135 

184 

180 

154 

912 

885 

2454 

Estimated 

mid-year 

population 

1945 

J 

Y 

1160 

1  - - y - 

2120 

The  above  statistics  take  no  account  of  children  immunized  by 
private  arrangement. 
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Puerperal  Pyrexia — No  cases  were  notified  under  the  Puerperal 
Pyrexia  Regulations,  1939.  Cases  of  pyrexia  occurring  amongst 
parturient  women  belonging  to  the  district  are  not  necessarily  notified 
locally.  Women  who  develop  puerperal  pyrexia  whilst  in  hospital 
outside  the  district  are  notified  to  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  of  the 
district  where  the  hospital  or  nursing  home  is  situate. 

Pneumonia — There  were  twelve  cases  notified  as  compared  with  a 
similar  number  in  1944.  The  cases  were  distributed  in  seven  parishes, 
but  in  no  parish  did  the  number  exceed  three.  The  incidence  of  notifica¬ 
tions  was  0.88  as  compared  with  0.87  per  thousand  of  population  for  the 
country  as  a  whole.  This  disease  was  certified  as  the  primary  cause  of 
death  in  five  cases. 

Erysipelas — Three  cases  were  notified  as  compared  with  a  similar 
number  in  1944.  No  deaths  were  ascribed  to  the  infection. 

Measles — A  total  of  eighty-five  cases  were  notified  as  compared  with 
fifteen  in  the  previous  year.  The  infection  did  not  reach  epidemic 
proportion  in  any  parish.  The  parish  of  Paulespury  had  22  cases,  whilst 
the  parishes  of  Passenham  and  Cosgrove  had  15  and  11  cases  respectively. 
No  other  parish  had  more  than  six  cases,  whilst  six  parishes  escaped 
infection.  No  deaths  occurred.  The  case  morbidity  was  6.51  per 
thousand  of  population  as  compared  with  11.67  for  England  and  Wales. 

Whooping  Cough — Sixty-nine  cases  were  notified  amongst  twelve 
parishes.  Twenty-nine  cases  occurred  in  the  parish  of  Towcester,  nine 
at  Greens  Norton,  whilst  the  remainder  were  distributed  amongst  ten 
parishes.  The  incidence  of  notification  per  thousand  of  population 
amounted  to  5.11  as  compared  with  1.64  for  England  and  Wales. 

Anterior  Poliomyelitis — One  case  was  notified  at  Cosgrove  in  October. 
The  patient  was  treated  in  hospital. 

Dysentery — Twelve  cases  of  bacillary  dysentery  occurred  in  a  section 
of  Reeds  Girls’  School  which  had  been  evacuated  to  Whittlebury.  The 
infection,  which  took  place  in  March,  appeared  to  have  been  introduced 
into  the  school  from  a  source  of  infection  in  another  section  of  the  school 
in  North  Buckinghamshire.  The  causal  organism  was  B.  dysenteriae 
{Sonne).  The  duration  of  the  acute  phase  was  some  three  days,  and 
recovery  was  rapid. 

Tuberculosis — There  were  fourteen  new  cases  of  tuberculosis  notified, 
as  compared  with  nine  in  1944.  Eleven  cases  had  pulmonary  manifesta¬ 
tions  (five  males,  six  females),  and  three  males  had  non-pulmonary  lesions. 
Three  males  and  five  females  died  from  phthisis  during  the  year.  The 
age  and  sex  incidence  of  new  cases,  and  deaths  from  the  disease,  are  given 
in  Table  No.  13,  page  36. 
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The  number  of  deaths  during  the  quinquennium  1941-45,  together 
with  other  rates  for  comparison  with  those  for  the  district,  are  as  follows  : 


Tuberculosis  Mortality. 


Year 

Number 

of 

Deaths 

Rate  (crude)  per  1,000  of  populations 

Towcester  R.D. 

Administrative 

County 

England  and 
Wales 

1941 

4 

0.272 

0.500 

1942 

2 

0.142 

0.492 

0.616 

1943 

4 

0.292 

0.502 

0.619 

1944 

3 

0.219 

0.621 

0.583 

1945 

8 

0.592 

No  action  was  taken  under  the  Public  Health  (Prevention  of  Tuber¬ 
culosis)  Regulations,  1925  (relating  to  persons  suffering  from  tuberculosis 
employed  in  the  milk  trade),  or  under  Section  172  of  the  Public  Health 
Act,  1936  (relating  to  the  compulsory  removal  to  hospital  of  persons 
suffering  from  tuberculosis)  during  1945. 

Full  statistical  details,  showing  age,  monthly  and  parish  incidence, 
etc.,  for  infectious  diseases  and  tuberculosis,  are  shown  in  Tables  Nos. 
10 — 14,  pages  34 — 36. 
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SECTION  G 


STATISTICAL  TABLES,  1945. 


CAUSES  OF  DEATH,  1945. 


Table  No.  1. 


Causes  of  Death 

Male 

Female 

Total 

1. 

Typhoid  and  paratyphoid  fevers 

— 

— 

— 

2. 

Cerebro-spinal  fever 

— 

— • 

— 

3. 

Scarlet  Fever 

— 

— 

— • 

4. 

Whooping  cough  ... 

1 

— 

1 

5. 

Diphtheria 

— 

— • 

— 

6. 

Tuberculosis  of  respiratory  system 

3 

5 

8 

7. 

Other  forms  of  tuberculosis 

— 

— 

— 

8. 

Syphilitic  diseases 

— 

1 

1 

9. 

Influenza 

— 

— 

— 

10. 

Measles  ... 

— 

— 

— 

11. 

Acute  polio- myelitis  and  polio-encephalitis 

— 

— 

— 

12. 

Acute  infective  encephalitis 

— 

— 

— ■ 

13. 

Cancer  of  buccal  cavity  and  oesophagus  (M)  ; 

uterus  (F) 

3 

2 

5 

14. 

Cancer  of  stomach  and  duodenum 

4 

1 

5 

15. 

Cancer  of  breast 

— 

5 

5 

16. 

Cancer  of  all  other  sites 

9 

5 

14 

17. 

Diabetes 

1 

1 

2 

18. 

Intra-cranial  vascular  lesions 

8 

8 

16 

19. 

Heart  disease 

36 

34 

70 

20. 

Other  diseases  of  circulatory  system 

1 

3 

4 

21. 

Bronchitis 

4 

1 

5 

22. 

Pneumonia 

3 

2 

5 

23. 

Other  respiratory  diseases  ... 

1 

2 

3 

24. 

Ulcer  of  stomach  or  duodenum 

1 

1 

2 

25. 

Diarrhoea  under  2  years 

— 

— 

— 

26. 

Appendicitis 

— 

— 

— 

27. 

Other  digestive  diseases 

1 

— 

1 

28. 

Nephritis 

1 

1 

2 

29. 

Puerperal  and  post-abortive  sepsis 

— 

— 

— • 

30. 

Other  maternal  causes 

— 

— 

— 

31. 

Premature  birth 

— 

— 

- - 

32. 

Congenital  malformations,  birth  injury  and 

infantile  diseases 

2 

1 

3 

33. 

Suicide 

1 

— 

1 

34. 

Road  traffic  accidents 

1 

1 

2 

35. 

Other  violent  causes 

5 

2 

7 

36. 

All  other  causes 

5 

7 

12 

^LL  OaUSSS  •••  ••• 

91 

83 

1 

174 
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Table  No.  2. 

CAUSES  OF  DEATH  OF  CHILDREN  UNDER  ONE  YEAR,  1945. 


Age  in  weeks 

Causes  of  Death 

—1 

—2 

—3 

—4 

5-52 

Total 

I.  Congenital  malformations  ... 

- - 

- 

-  — 

— 

II.  Diseases  of  early  infancy 

Congenital  debility  and 

icterus 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Premature  birth 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Injury  at  birth 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Atelectasis 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

Others 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

III.  Diseases  of  Respiratory  sys- 

tern 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

IV.  Diseases  of  Digestive  system 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

V.  Diseases  of  Nervous  system 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

VI.  Tuberculous  diseases 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

VII.  Infectious  diseases 

— 

1 

1 

VIII.  Syphilis  ... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

IX.  Overlaying 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

X.  Other  violence 

_ 

— 

— 

_ 

XI.  All  other  causes 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

Totals  ... 

1 

— 

— 

— 

4 

5 

' 

Table  No.  3. 

VITAL  STATISTICS  FOR  1945  AND  PREVIOUS  YEARS. 


De 

aths 

Estimated 

Population 

Births 

Under  1  year 

All 

Ages 

Year 

No. 

Rate 

No. 

Rate 

No. 

Rate 

*1911 

10,484 

_ 

_ 

— 

_ 

- 

■ 

1919 

t9,387 

J9,011 

156 

16.61 

7 

44.87 

158 

17.53 

1920 

9,370 

259 

27.64 

15 

57.90 

146 

15.58 

*1921 

9,920 

211 

21.27 

21 

99.52 

131 

13.20 

1922 

9,937 

172 

17.30 

9 

52.32 

136 

13.68 

1923 

9,944 

171 

17.19 

9 

52.63 

120 

12.06 

1924 

10,000 

162 

16.20 

9 

55.50 

115 

11.50 

1925 

9,959 

150 

15.06 

8 

53.33 

123 

12.35 

1926 

9,870 

152 

15.40 

5 

32.89 

116 

11.75 

1927 

9,887 

144 

14.56 

8 

55.55 

115 

11.63 

1928 

9,502 

134 

14.10 

4 

29.85 

120 

12.63 

1929 

9,398 

139 

14.79 

6 

43.16 

138 

14.68 

1930 

9,384 

115 

12.25 

8 

69.56 

129 

13.74 

*1931 

9,324 

131 

14.04 

7 

53.43 

104 

11.11 

1932 

9,324 

118 

12.65 

0 

00.00 

114 

12.22 

1933 

9,271 

147 

15.85 

4 

27.21 

96 

10.35 

1934 

9,200 

114 

12.39 

5 

43.80 

132 

14.34 

1935 

xl3,155 

180 

13.67 

7 

38.88 

181 

13.75 

1936 

13,040 

210 

16.10 

10 

47.60 

165 

12.60 

1937 

12,900 

170 

13.20 

9 

52.90 

197 

15.30 

1938 

12,860 

152 

11.80 

4 

26.30 

182 

14.20 

1939 

tl2,930 

tl3,020 

184 

14.20 

5 

27.11 

170 

13.06 

1940 

13,290 

184 

13.90 

7 

36.95 

219 

16.55 

1941 

14,750 

203 

13.80 

14 

68.96 

211 

14.31 

1942 

14.050 

244 

17.40 

12 

49.18 

147 

10.47 

1943 

13,690 

254 

18.55 

14 

55.11 

193 

14.23 

1944 

13,680 

242 

17.67 

8 

33.01 

192 

14.04 

1945 

13,500 

228 

16.14 

5 

22.80 

174 

12.88 

t  Population  for  calculation  of  Birth-rates. 

X  Population  for  calculation  of  Death  Rates. 
X  Potterspury  R.D.  added  to  district. 

*  Census  years. 
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WATER  SUPPLY  Table  No. 

SUMMARY  OF  INFORMATION  RELATING  TO  PIPED  SUPPLIES 
DATA  CONCERNING  POPULATION,  NUMBER  OF  HOUSES,  FARMS,  ETC.,  SUPPLIED 
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WATER  SUPPLY 

SUMMARY  OF  INFORMATION  RELATING  TO  NON-PIPED  SUPPLIES 


-< 

* 

o 

H 

h) 

CQ 

< 

H 


No.  of  Farms 

Regd.  under 

Milk  and 

Dairies 

Order 

00 

12 

CO 

1 

19 

(M 

CO 

i  1 

05 

T-H 

15 

00 

No.  of  Dip 

and  Draw 
Wells 

(M 

CN 

1 

CO 

i 

CO 

CO 

^  1 

i 

00 

00 

CD 

No.  of 
Pumps 

10 

33 

rH 

l> 

rH 

CO 

58 

05 

14 

25 

00 

10 

Private  Sources 

Springs 

1 

C>1 

1 

1 

tH 

i-H 

1 

1  1 

tH 

1 

Wells 

tH 

tH 

49 

Oi 

20 

(N 

59 

I> 

00  CO 

tH 

32 

00 

CM 

’TH 

Public  Sources 

Springs 

1 

1 

1 

(N 

1 

(N 

CO 

1  i 

' 

1 

Wells 

r-i 

CO 

(M 

(M 

1 

Tf 

tH 

(M 

1  rH 

' 

lO 

'TH 

No.  of 
houses 

36 

00 

(M 

27 

64 

10 

241 

89 

34 

T-(  O 
'tH  (M 

49 

103 

105 

63 

Popu¬ 

lation 

112 

792 

89 

174 

30 

804 

305 

tH 

O 

tH 

(M 
rt  <£> 

263 

301 

296 

236 

Parish 

Adstone 

Blisworth  ... 

Bradden 

Grafton  Regis 

Greens  Norton 
(Duncote) 

Pattishall  ... 

Shutlanger  ... 

Slapton 

Towcester  Hamlets  : — 

Wood  Burcote  ... 
Caldecote 

Tiffield 

Wappenham 

Weston  &  Weedon 

C 

<0 

8 
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WATER  SUPPLY 

SUMMARY  OF  INFORMATION  RELATING  TO  PIPED  SUPPLIES 
DATA  CONCERNING  SOURCES,  RESERVOIRS,  TOWERS  AND  MAINS 


n 

d 

Z 

w 

•-) 

PQ 

< 


Sizes  of 
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%  ‘ 

CO 

^  * 

•  • 

CO  CO 

CO 

%  ’ 

CO 

% ' 

CO 

^  ‘ 

^ ' 

CO 

% " 

%  ' 

00 

^  * 

% ' 
to 

St’ 

tt  * 

CO 

^  ’ 

CM 

^  * 
CO 

(N 

% 

<N 

CM  CM 

^  * 

%  ‘ 
CM 

^  * 

(M 

CM 

^  ' 

(M 

(N 

^  * 

CO 

<N 

(M 

^  * 

CM 

CM 

Construction 

Brick 

Brick  and  rendered 

G.I. 

Re-inforced 

concrete 

Brick  and  concrete 

Brick 

G.I. 

G.I. 

Re-inforced  concrete 

Steel 

Re-inforced  concrete 

Brick 

Concrete 

Brick  and  rendered 

Re-inforced  concrete 

'0. 

CO 

CO 

•-H 

CO 

CO 

CO 

Elevated 
Water  Towe 

1 

1 

tanks — 

500  galls 

bo 

O 

O 

O 

o' 

CO 

1 

i 

1 

1 

73 

bO 

o 

o 

o_ 

co' 

CO 

1 

73 

bjo 

o 

o 

o_ 

to' 

T 

c3 

bO 

O 

o 

o_ 

to' 

CM 

1 

1 

' 

1 

73 

bo 

O 

o 

cm' 

CO 

Cl 

tH 

tH 

tH 

Ground  level 
Reservoirs 

—800  galls. 

—50,000  galls. 

1 

1 

-50,000  galls. 

-2,000  galls. 

-2,000  galls. 
-500  galls. 

-100  galls. 

i 

1 

1 

-400  galls. 
-1,000  galls. 

-50,000  galls. 

-10,000  galls. 

1 

tH 

tH 

tH 

■rH 

CO  tH 

CD 

tH  tH 

CM 

9 

to 

*o 

o 

o; 

1 

1 

1 

i 

' 

1 

1 

1 

i 

1 

1 

1 

y-i 

1 

1 

Sources 

Wells 

' 

cq 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

tH 

tH 

1 

1 

1 

T-i 

1 

to 

8 

<M 

' 

1 

CM 

tH 

t-H 

1 

1 

tH 

CO 

CM 

th 

Name  of 
Undertaking 

Abthorpe  . . . 

Blakesley  . . . 

Cold  Higham 

Cosgrove  'j 
Passenham  J 

Gay  ton 

Greens  Norton 

Litchborough 

Maidford 

Paulerspury 

Potterspury 

Silverstone 
Whittlebury  j 

Stoke  Bruerne 

Towcester  ... 

Wicken 

Yardley  Gobion 
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WATER  SUPPLY 

SUMMARY  OF  INFORMATION  RELATING  TO  PIPED  SUPPLIES 
DATA  CONCERNING  SOURCES,  PLANT,  ETC. 
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4c — continued. 
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Table  No.  5. 


SUMMARY  OF  SANITARY  INSPECTIONS,  ETC.,  1945. 


No.  of  visits  and  inspections 
Canal  Boats  inspected 
Slaughterhouses  hcensed  ... 

Slaughterhouses  on  register 
Visits  to  slaughterhouses  ... 

V isits  to  butchers’  shops  ... 

No.  of  Meat  hawkers’  vans  inspected 

No.  of  Fish  hawkers’  vans  inspected 

No.  of  Fruit  hawkers’  vans  inspected 

No.  of  Fried  Fish  hawkers’  vans  inspected 

Provision  vans  inspected 

Bakehouses  inspected 

Privies  converted  to  pail  closets 

Pails  to  water  closets 

Caravans  inspected 

Cowsheds  on  register 

Cowsheds  inspected 

Cowsheds,  defects  found  and  remedied 

Cowsheds  reconstructed  and  reconditioned 

Outfall  works  cleaned  out 

Settling  tanks  cleaned  out ... 

Cesspools  cleaned  out 
Rooms  disinfected 

Articles  of  clothing  and  bedding  disinfected  ... 

Drains  tested  by  water  test 

Drains  tested  by  smoke  test 

Nuisances  from  untrapped  drains 

Nuisances  from  blocked  drains 

Nuisances  from  defects  in  houses 

Nuisances  from  offensive  ditches 

No.  of  new  Houses  erected  by  private  enterprise 

No.  of  new  Houses  erected  by  Council 


•  •  • 


Notices  served  : 

Informal  under  S.92,  Public  Health  Act,  1936 
Statutory  under  S.92  of  Public  Health  Act,  1936 


3,717 

4 

4 
23 

147 

53 

15 
7 

10 

3 

7 

16 
1 
3 

12 

218 

198 

59 

8 

32 

21 

13 

7 

161 

30 

53 

5 
61 
85 
46 

nil. 

nil. 


3 

3 
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Table  No.  6. 


HOUSING. 

1.  Inspection  of  Dwelling-houses  during  the  year — 


1.  (a)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  inspected  for  defects  {under  Public 

Health  or  Housing  Acts)  ...  ...  ...  ...  492 

(6)  Inspections  made  for  the  purpose  ...  ...  ...  ...  565 

2.  (a)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  inspected  and  recorded  under  Housing 

Consolidated  Reg.  1925/32  ...  ...  ...  ...  407 

(b)  Inspections  made  for  the  purpose  ...  ...  ...  ...  412 

3.  Number  of  dwelling-houses  found  to  be  in  a  state  dangerous  or 

injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit  for  human  habitation  ...  129 

4.  Dwelling-houses  (exclusive  of  those  under  preceding  sub-head) 

not  in  all  respects  reasonably  fit  for  habitation  ...  ...  135 


2.  Remedy  of  Defects  dturing  the  year  without  Service  of  Formal  Notice — 

Number  of  houses  rendered  fit  in  consequence  of  action  by  Local 
Authority  or  Officers  : 

Housing  Act  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  nil. 

Public  Health  Act  ...  ...  ..  ...  ...  85 

3.  Action  under  Statutory  Powers  during  the  year — 

A.  Proceedings  under  Sections  9,  10  and  16  Housing  Act,  1936. 

1.  Dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which  notices  were  served  requiring 

repairs  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  nxl. 

2.  Dwelling-houses  rendered  fit  after  service  of  formal  notice. 

(a)  By  owners  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  nil. 

(6)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners  ...  ...  nil. 

B.  Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts. 

1.  Dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which  notices  were  served  requiring 

defects  to  be  remedied  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

2.  Dwelling-houses  in  which  defects  were  remedied  after  service  of 

formal  notices — 

{a)  By  owners  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

[b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners  ...  ...  nil. 

C.  Proceedings  under  Sections  11  and  13  of  the  Housing  Act,  1936. 

1.  Dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  demolition  Order  ...  ...  nil. 

2.  Dwelling-houses  demolished  ...  ...  ...  ...  nil. 

D.  Proceedings  under  Section  12  of  the  Housing  Act,  1936. 

1.  Separate  tenements  or  underground  rooms  in  respect  of  which 

Closing  Orders  were  made  ...  ...  ...  ...  nil 

2.  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground  rooms  in  respect  of 

which  Closing  Orders  were  determined  ...  ...  ...  nil. 

4.  Housing  Act,  1936 — Part  4 — Overcrowding — 

Number  of  dwellings  overcrowded  ...  ...  ...  ...  51 
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Table  No.  7. 


SUMMARY  OF  HOUSING  PROGRESS  FOR  THE  PERIOD  ENDED 

31st  DECEMBER,  1945. 


A. — Survey  of  Existing  Houses. 

1 .  Estimated  number  of  working  class  houses  in  the  District 

2.  Number  of  houses  surveyed  to  31st  December,  1945 

3.  Results  of  Survey  as  revealed  by  Officers  : — 

{a)  Satisfactory  in  all  respects 

(b)  Minor  defects 

(c)  Requiring  repair,  structural  alteration  or  improvement — not 

eligible  for  assistance  under  the  former  Housing  (Rural  Workers) 
^^•Cts  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ... 

(d)  Requiring  repair,  structural  alteration  or  improvement — eligible 
for  assistance  under  the  former  Housing  (Rural  Workers)  Acts 

{e)  Unfit  for  human  habitation  and  beyond  repair  at  reasonable 
expense  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ... 

(/)  Number  of  houses  deemed  to  be  overcrowded  (for  purposes  of  this 
statement  it  is  not  expected  that  the  rooms  will  be  measured) 


4,200 

1,032 

224 

126 


405 

Not 

known 

227 

51 


B. — Housing  Programme. 


1.  Number  of  houses  proposed  to  be  erected  as  approved  by  the  Ministry 

of  Health  to  date  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ... 

2.  (a)  Number  of  sites  concerning  which  lay-out  plans  and  house  plans 

have  been  approved  by  the  Ministry  of  Health 
(b)  Number  of  houses  contained  in  such  approved  lay-outs 

3.  Superficial  areas  in  plans  approved,  determined  in  accordance  with 
paragraph  4  of  the  Standards  for  New  Houses  adopted  by  the  Joint 


Committee  : — 

r2  bedrooms 

square 

feet 

(a)  Non-parlour  type  -I  3  „ 

f  p 

9  9 

u 

9f 

99 

r3  bedrooms 

99 

9  9 

(b)  Parlour  type  ...  ^4  „ 

99 

99 

9  9 

9  9 

4.  {a)  Number  of  houses  for  which  tenders  have  been  invited 

(b)  Number  of  houses  for  which  negotiated  prices  have  been  obtained 

5.  Number  of  houses  the  erection  of  which  has  begun 


380 

14 

72 


900 

911 


72 

48 


D. — Temporary  Accommodation. 

1 .  (a)  Have  your  Authority  been  allocated  any  temporary  prefabricated 

houses,  if  so,  state  number  and  type 
(b)  Number  of  sites  secured  ... 

2.  Local  Authority’s  Site  Preparation  : — 

(a)  Tenders  invited  ? 

(b)  Tenders  accepted  ? 

(cj  Works  begun  ?  ... 

(d)  Sites  completed 

3.  Number  of  houses  in  respect  of  which  : — 

(a)  Assembly  has  been  begun 

(b)  Assembly  has  been  completed 


30 

1 


Yes 

Yes 

Yes 

1 


32 


Table  No.  8. 


SAMPLES  OF  MILK  TAKEN  FOR  BACTERIOLOGICAL  TESTS  OF 
CLEANLINESS  AND  KEEPING  QUALITIES,  1945. 


Month 

No. 

Good 

Moderate 

Bad 

January 

6 

6 

—m 

_ 

February 

5 

2 

2 

1 

March 

11 

8 

2 

1 

April 

— 

— 

— 

— 

May 

12 

10 

— 

2 

June  . 

5 

1 

— 

4 

July  . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

August  ... 

6 

2 

2 

2 

September 

6 

1 

— 

5 

October  ... 

11 

8 

2 

1 

November 

6 

4 

2 

— 

December 

5 

3 

1 

1 

Totals 

73 

45 

11 

17 

Table  No.  9. 

FOOD  SURRENDERED  AND  DESTROYED. 


Tins 


Tinned  Milk  .  46 

Tinned  Fish  .  20 

Tinned  Vegetables  .  41 

Tinned  Syrup  .  1 


Tinned  Meat 
Cooked  Meat 

Meat  . 

Bacon . 

Dried  Fruit  . . 

Cheese  . 

Cereals  . . 

Dried  Vegetables 

Tea  . 

Fish  . 

Butter  . 


Tons 


cwts. 

2 

11 

2 

1 

5 

1 

4 


qrs. 

5 

2 

2 

3 

1 

2 

2 

1 


Ihs. 

4i 

21i 

20J 

16 

2i 

21 

0 

14 

21 
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Table  No.  10. 

AGE  INCIDENCE  OF  NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES 

{Other  than  Tuberculosis)  1945. 


Disease 

—1 

—2 

—3 

—4 

—5 

—10 

—15 

—20 

—35 

—45 

—65 

65+ 

All  Ages 

Removed  to 

Hospital 

-c 

% 

Measles 

2 

3 

8 

11 

12 

42 

3 

— 

3 

1 

— 

— 

85 

— 

— 

Whooping  Cough 

6 

7 

8 

10 

6 

27 

1 

2 

1 

— 

1 

— 

69 

— 

1 

Pneumonia 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

3 

— 

1 

1 

2 

2 

2 

12 

— 

5 

Dysentery 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

8 

3 

— 

— 

T 

— 

12 

— 

— 

Erysipelas 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

2 

— 

3 

— 

— 

Diphtheria 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

— 

Scarlet  Fever 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

3 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

5 

3 

— 

Acute  Poliomyelitis 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

— 

Totals 

8 

11 

16 

21 

19 

75 

13 

6 

6 

4 

7 

2 

188 

5 

6 

Table  No.  11. 

MONTHLY  INCIDENCE  OF  NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES 

{Other  than  Tuberculosis)  1945. 


Disease 

January 

February  | 

March 

April 

May 

June 

> 

August 

September 

October 

November 

December 

Totals 

Measles 

3 

— 

22 

19 

6 

7 

10 

16 

2 

— 

— 

— 

85 

Whooping  Cough 

— 

2 

— 

15 

5 

6 

1 

3 

3 

10 

15 

9 

69 

Pneumonia 

— 

4 

3 

2 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

12 

Dysentery 

— 

— 

12 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

12 

Erysipelas 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

1 

— 

3 

Diphtheria 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Scarlet  Fever 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

1 

1 

1 

1 

— 

5 

Acute  Poliomyelitis 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

1 

Totals 

3 

6 

38 

36 

14 

14 

11 

21 

6 

12 

17 

10 

188 

34 


Table  No.  12. 

INCIDENCE  OF  NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES 
[other  than  Tuberculosis) 

IN  INDIVIDUAL  PARISHES^  1945. 


Parish 

Measles 

Whooping 

Cough 

Pneumonia 

Bacilliary 

Dysentery 

Erysipelas 

Diphtheria 

Scarlet 

Fever 

Acute 

Poliomyelitis 

Total 

Blakesley 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Blisworth 

4 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

5 

Cold  Higham 

6 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— • 

— 

— 

6 

Cosgrove 

11 

7 

3 

— 

— 

— 

• — • 

1 

22 

Furtho  ... 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

Gayton  ... 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Grafton  Regis  ... 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Greens  Norton  ... 

2 

9 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

12 

Litchborough 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Passenham 

15 

3 

3 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

22 

Pattishall 

5 

5 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

11 

Paulespury 

22 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— • 

— ' 

— 

24 

Potterspury 

5 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

2 

— 

8 

Shutlanger 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— • 

1 

Silverstone 

— 

6 

— 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— 

8 

Stoke  Bruerne  ... 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Tiffield  ... 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

3 

Towcester 

5 

29 

2 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

37 

Wappenham 

— 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

Weston  &  Weedon 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— ■ 

— 

1 

Whittlebury 

2 

2 

— 

12 

— 

— 

— 

— 

16 

Wicken 

— 

2 

— • 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

3 

Totals 

85 

69 

12 

12 

3 

1 

5 

1 

188 

35 


Table  No.  13. 


NEW  CASES  OF  AND  DEATHS  FROM  TUBERCULOSIS,  1945. 


NEW  CASES 

DEATHS 

Age 

Periods 

Respiratory 

N  on-respiratory 

Respiratory 

N  on-respiratory 

Male 

Female 

Male 

Female 

Male 

Female 

Male 

Female 

—  1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

—  5 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

—15 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

—25 

1 

4 

2 

— 

— 

2 

— 

— 

—35 

1 

1 

■ — 

— 

2 

1 

— 

— 

—45 

2 

1 

— 

— 

■ — 

1 

— 

— 

—55 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

—65 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

65-4- 

■ — 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

T  otals 

5 

6 

3 

— 

3 

5 

— 

— 

1 

Table  No.  14. 


BIRTH  RATES,  CIVILIAN  DEATH  RATES,  ANALYSIS  OF  MORTALITY  AND 
CASES  RATES  FOR  CERTAIN  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES  FOR  TOWCESTER 
RURAL  DISTRICT  AND  ENGLAND  AND  WALES,  1945. 


England  and 
Wales 

T  owcester 

Live  Births 

16.10 

16.14 

Stillbirths 

0.46 

0.29 

Deaths — 

All  Causes 

11.40 

12.88 

Typhoid 

0.00 

0.00 

Scarlet  Fever 

0.00 

0.00 

Whooping  Cough  ... 

0.02 

0.07 

Diphtheria  ... 

0.02 

0.00 

Influenza  ... 

0.08 

0.00 

Measles 

0.02 

0.00 

Deaths  under  one  year 

46.00 

22.80 

N  otifications— 

Typhoid 

0.01 

0.00 

Cerebro-spinal  fever 

0.05 

0.00 

Scarlet  Fever 

1.89 

0.37 

Whooping  Cough  ... 

1.64 

5.11 

Diphtheria  ... 

0.46 

0.07 

Erysipelas  ... 

0.25 

0.22 

Measles 

11.67 

6.51 

Pneumonia 

0.87 

0.88 

36 
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